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| NTERNATI ONAL ECSTASY TRAFFI CKER PLEADS GUILTY TO
FEDERAL CHARGES

JAMVES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, today announced that JOHAN ALFREDO
BITINI, a/k/a “Tonito,” pled guilty |late yesterday afternoon in
Manhattan federal court to an indictnment charging himwth
importing Ecstasy fromthe Netherlands into the United States.

BITINI pled guilty to Counts One and Two of an
| ndi ctnent that was filed on Novenber 5, 2002. Follow ng a six-
month long wire-tap investigation, BITINI who was in Amrsterdam
during the tinme frame of the charged crines, was ultimately
arrested in the Dom nican Republic and extradited to the United
States. According to the charges, between May 2002 and Novenber
2002, BITIN coordinated and shipped | arge quantities of Ecstasy
fromthe Netherlands to various persons in the United States.
These shi pnents were either brought in by human drug couriers or

were conceal ed in cargo, including autonobile parts and art work.
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Prosecutors allege that in the relevant tine period, BITINl was
involved in the inportation of between 20 and 60 kil ograns of
Ecstasy, with an estimted street value of $1.5 million and $5.8
mllion. Related charges against 16 other co-defendants are
still pending.

BI TNI faces a maxi mum prison termof 20 years and a
fine of up to $1 mllion when he is sentenced on January 24,
2004, before United States District Judge THOVAS P. GRI SEA.

M. COMEY praised the DEA, NYPD, U.S. Custons Service,
of ficers of the Direccion Nacional de Control de Drogas (“DNCD)
in the Dom ni can Republic and, the Unit Synthetic Drugs in the
Net herl ands for their outstandi ng work, and inportant assistance
in this investigation.

Assi stant United States Attorneys DAVI D BERARDI NELL

and DAVID BURNS are in charge of the prosecution.
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